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WENDY MASS is
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both young adult
and middle grade
novels. She won
the ALA Schneider
Family Award for her first young readers’
novel, A Mango-Shaped Space, about
a girl who has synesthesia. Her second
novel, Leap Day, stars a girl who was
born on February 29. Jeremy Fink and the
Meaning of Life follows a young boy on
a journey to solve one of life’s greatest
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the Mall is her first novel-in-verse. Every
Soul a Star is about three unlikely friends
and one extraordinary event. Her latest
novel is The Candymakers, publishing in
October 2010. She lives in New Jersey
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and a cat.

Four children have been chosen to
compete in a national competition
to find the tastiest confection in the
country. Who will invent a candy more
delicious than the Oozing Crunchorama
or the Neon Lightning Chew?
Logan, the Candymaker’s son, who
can detect the color of chocolate by
touch alone?
Miles, the boy who is allergic to
merry-go-rounds and the color pink?
Daisy, the cheerful girl who can lift
a fifty-pound lump of taffy like it’s a
feather?
Or Philip, the suit-and-tie wearing
boy who’s always scribbling in a secret
notebook?
This sweet, charming, and cleverly
crafted story, told from each
contestant’s perspective, is filled
with mystery, friendship, and juicy
revelations.

By award-winning author

A sweet and delectable
adventure about
four children, a candy
contest, and a mystery
that will change their
lives forever.
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You can visit Wendy online at
www.wendymass.com.
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DISCUSSION
QUESTIONS
1. Logan loves living in his family’s candy
factory. Why does he love living there?
What do you love about where you live?
If you could live anywhere in the world,
where would it be and why?

2. The name of the candy company is

LIFE IS SWEET. The name of the factory is
an example of word play. How many ways
can LIFE IS SWEET be interpreted in the
context of the story?
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6. At the end of the book, The Candymaker’s secret ingredient is revealed to
the four young candymakers. What is this
secret ingredient and why is it important?

A MangoShaped Space

7. What is each character’s motive for

ALA Schneider Family
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entering and wanting to win the contest?
Do their motives change as the story
progresses? If yes, why do these motives
change?
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“From the moment I read a story by
Wendy Mass I knew she was a writer to watch.
I welcome her first book and am certain
young readers will, too.” –Judy Blume

8. On the surface, the relationships
3. Did reading The Candymakers make
you want to try making candy? If you were
going to enter a contest like the one in the
book, what kind of candy would you make
and what would be your inspiration for
that candy? What was the inspiration for
the candies created by Logan, Daisy, Miles,
and Philip?

Logan, Daisy, Philip, and Miles have with
their respective parents differ quite a bit.
How would you describe those relationships? How are they different and how are
they the same? What does your relationship with your parents have in common
with the relationships in the book?

5. In the factory, there are rooms for
specific ingredients or processes such as
the Cocoa Room, Marshmallow Room,
and Taffy Room. Logan’s favorite room is
the Tropical Room. Which room is your
favorite and why?
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H “Readers who like...Lynne Rae Perkins’s
9. Why does Philip have to win the

4. After Part One: Logan, the author
reveals a secret about each character.
Were you surprised when these secrets
were revealed? What is each character’s
secret? How are the secrets all connected?
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contest? If you were in Logan, Daisy, or
Miles’s shoes, would you work with Philip
and let him win? Do you think Philip would
have won without Logan, Daisy, and Miles’s
help? What successes have you had with
the help of your friends or family?
10. What do you think will happen next
for these four young candymakers and
friends?

Criss Cross and Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl
books will also enjoy this compelling and
through-provoking story.”
–School Library Journal (starred review)
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H “This exquisitely executed plot twist,
combined with an ending that requires a few
tissues, makes this soulful novel one not
to miss.” –Publishers Weekly (starred review)

